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Retail Grocers Get Their Second Cue 


This week the second issue of the Canned Foods Cue has 
_ been mailed to local chairmen, brokers, jobbers, canners, and 
others participating in the Quality Campaign. Fifty thousand 
copies are being mailed directly to retail grocers in the markets 
where advertising has been arranged by the National Committee. 


Demand for the Q poster has been so heavy that an ad- 
ditional 50,000 have been ordered to meet the requirements of 
various markets. Canners who need additional posters are urged 
to write or wire at once to the Committee's office in New York, 
Room 1220, 285 Madison Avenue. 

Evidence of the effective work done by local committees, 
brokers, jobbers, canners and newspapers is coming in from all 
parts of the country. 

There should be no let-down during the entire six-week 
period of the Campaign; otherwise much of the value of the ad- 
vertising financed by the National Committee will be lost to the 
canner and the distributor. 

Retailer interest must be maintained every week, and it 
is the job of the wholesaler, the broker, and the canner to keep 
the retailer informed and enthused. 


Pending Legislation 


The prison labor bill introduced in the House by Represen- 
tative Cooper, similar to the bill (S. 1940) introduced by Sen- 
ator Hawes, has been favorably reported by the House Com- 
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mittee on Labor, with an amendment which would make the law 
inoperative until two years after its passage. 


The Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry has 
reported favorably to the Senate the resolution (S. Res. 51) re- 
questing the Secretary of Agriculture to report to the Senate at 
the beginning of the second regular session of the Seventieth 
Congress his views as to whether the insurance of the farmer 
by the Federal Government against droughts, floods, storms and 
other hazards beyond his control would be consistent with sound 
governmental and economic policy; and, if so, under what condi- 
tions such insurance should be issued. 

A hearing on the bill (H. R. 10377) introduced in the House 
by Representative Purnell making an appropriation of $10,000,- 
000 for continuation of the corn borer clean-up campaign is 
scheduled for Monday, March 12. 


Senator Bruce has introduced an amendment to the Senate 
bill (S. 2148) fixing standards for hampers, round stave baskets 
and splint baskets for fruits and vegetables, which would add 
the five-eighth bushel basket, hamper or round stave basket to 
those permitted to be used. Under the bill as reported by the 
Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry the standard 
sizes were fixed as one-eighth bushel, one-fourth bushel, one- 
half bushel, three-fourths bushel, one bushel, one and one-fourth 
bushels, one and one-half bushels, and two bushels. 


The Senate on March 2 passed the bill (S. 1989) introduced 
by Senator Sheppard amending the provisions of the Federal 
Reserve Act with respect to the rediscounting of drafts growing 
out of the shipment of agricultural products. The Federal Re- 
serve banks have held in administering the present law that the 
term “agricultural” referred only to raw products. The amend- 
ment as approved by the Senate would extend the privilege of 
rediscount to drafts covering shipments of finished agricultural 
products such as cottonseed oil, flour, canned foods, etc. 

Representative Johnson of Washington has introduced a 
bill (H. R. 11796) that would authorize the Department of Com- 
merce to study, investigate and determine the best means and 
methods of preventing the destruction of fish by ditches, canals 
and other works constructed by the United States, under the In- 
terior Department, and would appropriate for this purpose $50,- 
000. 

The House has passed the bill (H. R. 9495) introduced by 
Representative Ketcham which would provide for further de- 
velopment of agricultural extension work. The bill would au- 
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thorize an appropriation of $960,000 the first year and $500,000 
the second year and thereafter a continuing annual appropria- 
tion of $1,460,000. These funds would be in addition to, and not 
in substitution for, the funds provided by the Smith-Lever Act 
of 1914 or sums otherwise annually appropriated for cooperative 
agricultural extension work. 


Seals for Use in Quality Campaign 

As in previous Canned Foods Campaigns, H. Gamse & Bro. 
of Baltimore have prepared and are selling a very attractive seal 
for use on letters, envelopes, bills, circulars, packages, etc. The 
seal reproduces in design and color the window posters used in 
the Quality Campaign, and should be effective in arousing and 
maintaining the interest of the industry and trade. Orders for 
the seals should be sent to H. Gamse & Bro. at Baltimore. 


Tomato Products Imports in January 

Imports of canned tomatoes in January, according to the 
U. S. Department of Commerce, amounted to 12,050,694 pounds 
valued at $666,405, of which 11,829,529 pounds valued at $657,- 
839 came from Italy. Cuba furnished 168,595 pounds valued at 
$6,021, and the remainder came from Canada. Imports of tomato 
paste, all of which came from Italy, totaled 2,318,596 pounds 
valued at $219,000. 


Navy to Buy Asparagus 
The Navy Department is asking for bids, to be opened May 
5, on 800,000 pounds of asparagus for delivery at Mare Island, 
California, and Bremerton, Washington. Copies of schedule 8,- 
606 on which to submit bids may be obtained at the Bureau of 
Supplies and Accounts, Navy Department, Washington, D. C. 


Hearing on Standard for Mayonnaise 


A public hearing relative to a definition and standard for 
mayonnaise, mayonnaise dressing, mayonnaise salad dressing, 
will be held by the Food Standards Committee at the Food, Drug 
and Insecticide Administration, Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, D. C., at 10.00 A. M., April 17, 1928. 

All interested parties will be given an opportunity to present 
their views as to what should constitute a proper definition and 
standard for mayonnaise, and the reasons therefor. Those un- 
able to attend the hearing in person may submit their views in 
writing any time before or during the hearing. 
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California Crop Statistics 
Statistics on the acreage, production and value of California 
vegetables in 1925, 1926, and 1927 have been issued by the Co- 
operative Crop Reporting Service of that State. The acreage 
and value in 1927 of certain crops for canning and for table use 
were as follows: 
Acres Value 


10,080 4,010,000 
im: 

TT 450 170,000 

Sp 8,120 997,000 

Table 1300 456,000 
28,760 2,674,000 

Car Loadings 


Loading of revenue freight for the week ended February 
25 totaled 869,590 cars, a decrease of 18,301 cars below the pre- 
ceding week due to the observance of Washington's Birthday. 
The total for the week of February 25 was a decrease of 49,268 
cars below the same week in 1927 and a decrease of 43,345 cars 
compared with the corresponding week two years ago. 


Canada Revises Food Regulations 

Revised regulations under the Canadian Meat and Canned 
Foods Act provide certain new and additional standards of qual- 
ity in the inspection of canned or dried fruits, vegetables, and 
milk, according to information published in the Canada Gazette 
for February 11. The Foodstuffs Division of the U. S. Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce announces that American 
firms who wish to obtain copies of the new Canadian regulations 
should communicate with the Canadian Department of Agricul- 
ture at Ottawa. 


Bulletin Issued on Malayan Market 

The market for canned foods in Malaya, whose annual im- 
ports of these products are valued at about $18,000,000, is de- 
scribed in Trade Information Bulletin No. 534 just issued by 
the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. Copies of the 
bulletin, the price of which is 10 cents, can be obtained from the 
Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington, or from any district or cooperative office of the Bu- 
reau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 


Cannin 
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Branch Offices of Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 


From time to time references are made in the Information 
Letter to publications or information obtainable from the dis- 
trict or cooperative offices of the U. S. Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce. Below are given the addresses of these 


offices in thirty cities: 
Atlanta: 588 Post Office Louisville: Board of Trade 
Bui Building 
Baltimore: Assn. of Com- Milwaukee: 190 Second St. 
merce, 22 Light Minneapolis: 213 Federal Bldg. 
St. Mobile: 317 Meaher Bldg. 
Boston: 1801 Customhouse Memphis: Chamber of Com- 
Chattanooga: 1301 Market St. merce 
Chicago: Room 845, 33 8. Newark: Chamber of Com- 
Clark Street merce 
Cincinnati: Chaser of Com- New Orleans: age Post Office 
Cleveland : of Com- New York: 734 
Des Moines: 121 Federal Bldg. folk: 
Detroit: "Building Press Philadelphia: Room $12, 20 8. 
ree 
Galveston: Portland, Oreg.: Post Of- 
ullding 
Houston: Cha 56 St. Paul St. 
Jacksonville: 308  Greenleaf- St. Louis: 1201 Liberty 
Crosby Bldg. Con Building 
Kansas City: 1028 San Francisco: 310 Customhouse 
Baltimore St. Seattle: 820 Skinner Bldg. 
Los Angeles: 1168 So. Broad- Wilmington, Del.: Du Pont Building 


way 


Repaid Doubly 
That membership in the National Canners Association is 
a good investment is the testimony of a member in forwarding 
his dues for 1928. This member wrote, “You may rest assured 
we are more than glad to work with you, as we find that we have 
always been repaid doubly for the amount we have invested.”’ 


Analysis Made of Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Traffic 


A bulletin on the rail movement of the principal fresh fruits 
and vegetables in the United States during 1924, 1925 and 1926 
has been issued by the Bureau of Railway Economics, at Wash- 
ington. It deals with 33 items or commodities, 16 of which are 
fruits dnd 17 are vegetables. 

The shipments .of fruits and vegetables combined for the 
United States as a whole amounted to 943,932 carloads in 1924, 
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949,421 carloads in 1925, and 1,010,724 carloads in 1926, or an 
average of 968,025 cars annually during the three years. 

The states leading in shipments of fruits in order named 
are: California averaging 180,741 cars annually; Florida, 54,234 
cars; Washington State, 40,574 cars; New York State, 35,633 
cars; Georgia, 32,517 cars, and Virginia, 14,580 cars. Approxi- 
mately three-fourths of the total shipments of fresh fruits for 
the United States originated in these six states. 

California also leads in shipments of vegetables. The ship- 
ments from that state amounted to 52,963 cars annually; fol- 
lowed by New York State with 47,223 cars; Maine, 39,805 cars; 
Virginia, 33,094 cars; Minnesota, 29,838 cars; Florida 29,153 
cars; Texas, 24,513 cars; Colorado, 24,003 cars; Wisconsin, 22,- 
584 cars; Michigan, 22,194 cars, and Idaho and New Jersey with 
17,135 and 15,906 cars, respectively. These twelve states in the 
aggregate originated nearly three-fourths of the total shipments 
of fresh vegetables. 

Of the individual commodities California ranks first in the 
shipments of cherries, grapes, pears, plums and prunes, lemons, 
oranges, cantaloupes, asparagus, cauliflower, and lettuce. It is 
also the largest shipper of mixed deciduous fruit, mixed vege- 
tables and of “other melons” (melons other than cantaloupes 
and watermelons). 

Florida leads the list in shipments of grapefruit, string 
beans, celery, cucumbers, eggplant, peppers and tomatoes. 

New York State is the largest shipper of cabbage, carrots, 
and onions, while Georgia takes the lead in shipments of peaches 
and watermelons; Washington in apples; Maine in white pota- 
toes; Virginia in sweet potatoes; Texas in spinach; Tennessee 
in strawberries; Minnesota in turnips, and Massachusetts in 
cranberries. 

, The bulletin also shows the seasonal movement by months 
of each commodity and for all commodities combined. During 
the six months from December to May, the shipments of vege- 
tables in the United States exceed those of fruits; for the four 
months of July to October, shipments of fruits exceed those of 
vegetables; while for the months of June and November the 
shipments are equally divided. 

For fruits and vegetables combined the shipments are fairly 
evenly distributed over the five months from December to April. 
On the average 5.8 per cent of the total shipments are made 
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monthly during these five months. After April the shipments in- 
crease gradually to a peak in October, during which month 15.2 
per cent of the annual shipments are made. In November the 
shipments fall off to 8.2 per cent. 

Commodities such as apples, citrus fruits, and all vegetables 
with the exception of asparagus, are shipped to some extent in 
every month of the year, while such commodities as cherries, 
grapes, peaches, plums and prunes, cranberries, strawberries, 
melons and asparagus, have a definite season, lasting generally 
from six to eight months. 


Program for Canning Crop Reports 
The Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates of the U. 8. 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics plans to issue the following 


reports on the acreage and production of canning crops during 
the current year: 


Date Date Date Date Date Date 

Schedule | Report | Schedule | Report | Schedule | Report 

Snap beans .......+00 June 1 July 15 Aug. 1 Aug. 15 | Sept.1 Oct. 1 

Gwest June 1 July 15 Aug. Aug. 15 | Oct. 1 Dec. 1 

Green PCAs .....eeeeee May 1 June 1 June 1 June 15 | Aug. 1 Sept. 1 

Tematess® ..cccccccovs June 1 July 15 Aug. 1 Aug. 15 | Oct. 1 Dec. 1 

Cabbage-kraut ......... July 8 Aug. 8 Sept. 1 Sept. 8 Nov. 8 Dec. 1 
Cucumbers, for 

July 8 Aug. 3 Sept. 1 Sept. 8 Oct. 1 Dec. 1 


* “Intended acreage” reports on tomatoes will be issued on April 8 and April 25. 


Canadian Canned Fish Exports 


Canned salmon is by far the principal product exported by 
the Canadian fish canning industry. Exports amounted for the 
first six months of 1927 to 11,000 short tons valued at $3,885,571 
compared to 9,182 tons valued at $3,106,365 in the previous 
period. Marked increases in the purchases of this commodity by 
the United Kingdom, Belgium, Straits Settlements, British South 
and West Africa, Australia, Fiji and Italy. While exports of 
canned lobster showed a slight reduction in value owing to 
smaller purchases by the United Kingdom, United States, Bel- 
gium, Denmark, France and Sweden, there was a considerable 
increase in the export of canned pilchards, principally to Aus- 
tralia. Sardines for the first time figures in export trade re- 
turns, amounting to 1,696 short tons, valued at $276,023 for the 


Preliminary Revised Acreage | Revised Report on 
creage and Forecast of Acreage and Pro- 
| a | Production uction 
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first six months of the fiscal year beginning March 1, 1927. The 0”) « 
sardines have been imported in greatest volume by Mexico and 
Jamaica. 


French Parliament Approves Tariff Changes 


Revision of import duties on the balance of the French tariff 
schedule along the lines of the partial revision put into effect last 
September has received the approval of both Houses of the 
French Parliament, according to an announcement by the De- 
partment of Commerce. The changes provided for by this com- 
pleted revision of the French tariff consist mostly of increases, 
with a few reductions particularly in the duties on tractors. 


The French Parliament has also approved the commercial 
treaties negotiated by that Government with Germany and with 
Switzerland, both of which provided for reductions in the new 
French general duties on products of particular interest: to the 
other country. 


In connection with the changes in the French duties, whether 
by the autonomous revision or in connection with the various 
commercial treaties indicated, American products which have 
hitherto been subject to the minimum rates of the French tariff 
are expected to pay the new minimum duties; those subject to 
intermediate rates will pay the new minimum duties only in case Cry 
they are higher than the present intermediates; while those 
products of American origin which have hitherto been subject to 
the general duties of the French tariff will probably pay the 
general duties of the new schedule. 


The changes in the French import duties effected by the 
tariff revision bill of the French Government affect all products 
on which the rates have not been changed by the French decree 
of August 30, 1927, or by subsequent decrees. Among those 
products now subject to increased duties, the following are of 
particular interest to American producers: Canned meats, lard, 
prunes, canned fruit and vegetables. The effective date of the 
duty changes provided by this autonomous French action is to be 
fixed by a special decree, not later than March 16, 1928. The 
two purposes of the increased duties are: to compensate for the 
depreciation of currency since the pre-war rates were estab- 
lished ; and to bring the tariff as a whole on a level with the in- 
creases in connection with the Franco-German treaty of last 
September. 


